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POTTERS BAR, RIDGE, SHENLEY AND SOUTH MIMMS COMMUNITY SAFETY 
PARTNERSHIP (CSP) MEETING  

 
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 15 February 2017, Wyllyotts Centre, 
Potters Bar    
 

Attendees: John Godfrey (Chairman) Resident 

 Zoe Keyte (Minutes)  Hertsmere Borough Council  

 Councillor John Donne Hertsmere Borough Council 

 Valerie Kane Hertsmere Borough Council 

 Sergeant Noel Buckley Hertfordshire Constabulary 

 PCSO Cheryll Lavell Hertfordshire Constabulary 

 Paul Redhead Hertfordshire Constabulary 

 Councillor Abhishek Sachdev Hertsmere Borough Council 

 Dilip Tanna Resident 

 Sonesh Shah Resident 

 Councillor Pervez Choudhury Hertsmere Borough Council 

 Sachin Saggar Resident  

 Larraine Walsh Resident 

 Paul Wilson Resident 

 Paula Arnold South Mimms Parish Council 

 Councillor Anthony Spencer Hertsmere Borough Council 

 Michael Arnold Resident 

 Mike Sibley Hertsmere Borough Council 

 Joan Tubby Resident 

 Philip Tubby Resident 

 Alastair Maclean Resident 

 Manisha Malhootra Resident 

 Councillor Cynthia Barker Hertsmere Borough Council 

 Jyoti Bhanden Resident 

 

Apologies 
for absence: 

Joy Stovell Resident  

 Councillor Ruth Lyon Hertsmere Borough Council 

  
1.0 Welcomes and apologies  

1.1 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and all those present 
introduced themselves. 
 

2.0 Minutes, actions and matter arising (19 October 2016)  

2.1 The minutes from the previous meeting were agreed as a true record and no 
further updates were required.  
 

3.0 Community Safety Update 

3.1 Valerie Kane gave an update to the group. 
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3.2 CSP Meetings 
The CSP are looking to seek an alternative, in conjunction with our police 
colleagues, to these evening meetings – hoping to put together a paper for the 
Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) meeting in March recommending they aren’t 
the most effective vehicle for community engagement. 
 

3.3 Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) Update  

 Valerie submitted four bids to the PCC’s Community Safety Grant fund. A 
total of 52 bids were received totalling £1.5 million. One of Valerie’s bids 
was successful - E safety  Targeting Year 5 and 6 students to raise 
awareness of the risks and consequences of their involvement with social 
media; empowering them to prevent them getting into risky situations; 
empowering parents and carers to support their child, thereby increasing 
their resilience both on and off line. 

 The PCC has another fund opening February which will be administered 
by the Hertfordshire Community Foundation.  This fund is made up of 
monies seized via the Proceeds of Crime Act (POCA). Bids of up to £5k 
will be accepted. Two of the ‘unsuccessful’ bids have been recommended 
to this pot. 

 The PCC is seeking a Chief Executive – 50 applications have so far been 
received. 

 A Modern Slavery Conference – in conjunction with the Shiva Foundation 
is being held on 29 March at the Watford Hilton. 

 

3.4 Domestic Abuse 

 St Albans, Hertsmere and Welwyn Hatfield Domestic Abuse (DA) Fora 
are holding their annual conference on 3 March 2017; the theme is Male 
Perpetrators and Victims. 

 Have put in for the High Sherriff’s award in respect of the partnership 
working involved in the above over the past 14 years. Stelious Stefanou 
champions the DA cause. 

 

3.5 Staffing 

 Loran Kingston who was previously the Partnerships Support Officer is 
now in a new role which has focuses on anti-social behaviour. 

 14 people are now trained in restorative approaches – Hertsmere is a 
pathfinder for this multi-agency initiative. 

 

4.0 Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue Service update  

4.1 Paul Redhead gave an update to the group. 
 

4.2  Fire figures have stayed similar; only a slight rise in road traffic collisions 
(RTC’s) however this can be due to the fact that they cover a large 
section of the M25. They have had meetings with highways and are trying 
to educate the public on road safety.  

 The drill tower at the fire station will be replaced with a like for like. The 
price is too high to build another so will remove it and add some steel 
work around the station to practice drills. The station will notify residents 
when work will be happening. 

 The fire crews were given an extra £10k to go towards a thermal imaging 
camera to use with their drone. This can be used for fire safety and to 
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look for missing persons. The crews also use it in partnership working 
with the police for an Operation CARM to tackle nuisance motorcycles 
and to identify fly-tipping hotspots.  

 A new member of staff has joined the team and will be looking after the 
CHIPs project, an initiative that enables horse riders to be an extra pair of 
eyes and ears in the community when they are out on their hacks. They 
can help to identify fly tipping hotspots and a number of things. 

 Paul informed the group that on smart motorways (where the hard 
shoulder is open to use), drivers will now be captured if they drive in a 
lane that is closed with a red cross above. This is because the lane is to 
be used only by emergency services.  
 

4.3 ACTION: Paul to print and bring example pictures from the drones thermal 
imaging camera.  
 

5.0 Hertfordshire Constabulary update  

5.1 Sgt Noel Buckley gave an update to the group and went through the crime 
figures (please see attached). 
 

5.2  Offenders behind the armed robbery at Tesco in Potters Bar have been 
sentenced and will serve time in prison.  

 Violence against the person is up but some of these crimes come from 
the mental health facility in Potters Bar. The crime type also includes 
domestic abuse which has risen due to public confidence. In addition, 
officers now have to record all incidents as a crime, which could also 
contribute to the rise. 

 Burglaries are rising too but this is not just in Potters Bar, this is across 
the county, criminals are coming up from London. The constabulary are 
putting a lot of resource into this and operations are underway. Noel 
reminded residents to always double lock their PVCu doors. 

 Noel also reminded residents that burglars don’t like security lights.  

 PC Jemma Farmer has left the team and so has PCSO Chris Lake. There 
will be one new PCSO starting soon. 
 

5.3 A resident raised concerns about their badly lit road, street lights are turned off 
until 5am. Councillor Pervez Choudhury informed the group that Hertfordshire 
County Council have a programme to replace street lights with LED ones by the 
end of this year. 
 

5.4 ACTION: Councillor John Donne will raise this at a Hertfordshire Highways 
meeting. 
 

5.5 Another resident expressed concerns about teenagers on bikes. It was 
explained that this issue is happening everywhere, even in front of police cars. 
The police will try to stop them safely but have to prove the offence to take them 
to court which is difficult. They will try to educate them but they don’t always 
listen.  
 

5.6 A resident raised concern over complaints of computer hacking that was 
reported at the computer shop in Potters Bar. They were told to contact the 
police if this happens again. 
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5.7 ACTION: Cheryll will pop to the computer shop and have a chat. 
UPDATE: Cheryll asked the owner of the shop to encourage customers to 
sign up to OWL when they purchase something so that they will receive 
important messages form the police regarding scams and burglaries. 
 

5.8 Some of the community engagement events the police have been involved with 
recently 

 ‘Coffee with a Coppa’ held at Caffe Nero in Potters Bar 

 Regular pop up crime prevention events at Sainsburys, Tesco and the 
Wyllyotts 

 Drop in session every 5 weeks at the Wyllyotts Centre 
 

6.0 Local Issues 

6.1 A resident raised concerns over kids throwing stones and bricks at windows and 
cars in her road which is next to a school. The resident was reminded to call the 
police and report this straight away. 
 

6.2 ACTION: Cheryll will have a word with the school about this.  
 

             


