
LOCATION 
The Vale is situated south of St Albans and north of Shenley
Ridge between the A5 and North Mymms Park.

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
A broad and shallow basin of the upper River Colne, with
some extensive panoramas over arable fields, both along
the Vale and up towards Shenley Ridge to the south. Mixed
land uses include arable, extensive areas of active and
restored mineral extraction and urban fringe development.
Areas of wooded farmland estate characterise the north-
eastern part of the area.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
� broad shallow basin varying by only 10m
� extensive views along the Vale and up to Shenley Ridge
� a predominantly arable landscape with few small or

medium copses, and with some grazing on restored land
� areas of woodland and parkland to north east in

association with Tyttenhanger Park
� active and restored mineral extraction sites along the

course of the Colne and at Radlett aerodrome. Mix of
wetland restoration and landfill sites

� institutional parkland landscapes associated with
redundant Victorian psychiatric hospitals at Napsbury and
Harperbury

� M25 corridor, overhead pylons and associated urban
fringe development

� new planting associated with the road corridor and
adjacent land uses

DISTINCTIVE FEATURES
� Harper Lane Quarry complex including rail aggregates

depot and ready-mix concrete bagging plant
� historic houses at North Mymms, Tyttenhanger and

Salisbury Hall
� recreational facilities on Bell Lane for UCL and Arsenal FC 
� All Saints Pastoral Centre chapel is a visual landmark from

the M25
� Napsbury Hospital water tower
� moated Salisbury Hall
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PHYSICAL INFLUENCES
Geology and soils. The geology in the core of the Vale
comprises Aeolian silty drift and till. These form deep
stoneless well-drained silty soils over gravel (Hamble 2
series) with, to the east, stoneless slowly permeable
seasonally waterlogged coarse loamy and silty soils
(Gresham series, some Grade 2). To the base of the Shenley
Ridge, brown earths (Marlow series) overlie plateau and
river terrace drift and chalk. To the north around Napsbury
sandy brown earths and clay soils (Hornbeam 3) overlie
glacial drift.
Topography. Levels along the Vale are almost level. Gently
undulating landforms towards St Albans and the lower
slopes of the Shenley Ridge.
Degree of slope. Typically 1 in 400 along the valley floor
and 1 in 100 across the valley. Side slopes increase to
between 1 in 50 and 1 in 25.
Altitude range. 75 to 60m along a length of 6km. Across
the centre of the Vale side slopes rise up to 95m at the foot
of Shenley Ridge.
Hydrology. The broad valley is a product of the proto-
Thames, which flowed north of its present course during
the last Ice Age and covered the Central River Valleys
region. The small acidic upper Colne flows in the area at
Park Corner on the Tyttenhanger estate. Downstream four
substantial waterbodies have been created through
Tyttenhanger Park following mineral extraction. Between
London Colney and the confluence with the Ver there are a
number of disturbed habitats along the river including some
species-rich chalky habitats associated with calcareous
gravel pits. Lakes have also been created at Broad Colney
where the site is managed for nature conservation. The
Colne is fed by a series of smaller seasonal tributary
streams. Isolated ponds are associated with farmhouses,
parkland and a moated site at Salisbury Hall.
Land cover and land use. This area is mainly in arable
production, the open landscape punctuated by a few small
isolated copses. Extensive areas have been excavated for
minerals, including both farmland and parkland, most
notably at Tyttenhanger Park, where the setting of the Hall
is encircled by mounds of overburden and spoil, with
attendant conveyor belts and plant. Some sites have been
used for landfill and then restored to sheep grazing, whilst
others have been returned to wetland habitats along the
Colne. The area is also subject to re-development pressure
for commercial and industrial units on the former Handley
Page site at Colney Street and at London Colney. Both
Harperbury and Napsbury Hospital sites, with their mature
Victorian parkland and associated exotic tree species, are
earmarked for residential redevelopment and conversion.
Vegetation and wildlife. Woodland areas are either
associated with the parkland at Tyttenhanger or in more
discrete and linear blocks, e.g. at the foot of the Shenley
Ridge. Some of the woods at Tyttenhanger, e.g. Coppice
Wood, comprise an oak/hornbeam mix, indicating lighter
acidic soil conditions. Scots pine and sweet chestnut are
also present on these soils, together with oak, ash,
sycamore, field maple and some holly. Around some of the

restored water bodies there are areas of willow, alder, birch,
cherry and oak.
Where present, hedges are hawthorn, field maple, hazel
and blackthorn with occasional elder and elm. Oak is the
most common standard tree with some ash, alder and
willow. Some of the woods are in poor condition, e.g.
Garden Wood, which has been cleared for war games. Wet
acidic grasslands in the Tyttenhanger estate are important
for birds. The large arable area south of Coursers Road
attracts flocks of wintering golden plovers and is the home
of a colony of tree sparrows. South of Napsbury Hospital
there is an important area of rare arable weeds, including
the largest colony of cornflower in the county.

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL INFLUENCES
The moated Salisbury Hall, once the home of Nell Gwynne,
was used by the De Havillands during WWII. The prototype
of the Mosquito was built there and it is now a museum to
the aircraft.
Field pattern. Areas of pre-18th century origin enclosure
survive, but the cultural pattern has been widely affected
throughout most of the area due to land-use change over
the last 100 years. Field boundaries have been removed and
there are large prairie fields to the east. Mineral extraction
and landfill have changed the local landscape character and
landform patterns. Where present, field sizes are typically
large and regular. Field boundaries often comprise ditches
and tracks, rather than hedgerows.
Transport pattern. There are few historic roads through
the area with the exception of Coursers Road. There are a
number of busy modern roads, most notably the M25. The
St.Pancras railway line crosses to the west.
Settlements and built form. The settlement pattern owes
its origins to the estates in the area. The result is a
dispersed pattern with just a few farms and cottages on the
agricultural land and larger houses set in parkland.
� Tyttenhanger Park is recorded as a remnant deer park.

The house, by the architect Peter Mills, and its distinctive
cupola date back to 1660. 

� Salisbury Hall is one of few moated sites in the south and
west of the county.

� All Saints Pastoral Centre (1899) is a distinctive neo-Tudor
red brick and stone building.

�  Napsbury Hospital opened in 1905 and is an example of
the echelon-style mental asylum. The grounds, now
listed, were designed by William Goldring in an informal
parkland style, incorporating a number of exotic trees.
Isolated clusters of attendant cottages sprang up later in
the 20th century.

� Recreational facilities have developed off Bell Lane,
including the UCL Sports Grounds and the new Arsenal
School of Excellence. 

OTHER SOURCES OF AREA-SPECIFIC
INFORMATION
English Heritage Register of Parks and Gardens.
English Heritage Register of Scheduled Ancient Monuments.
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VISUAL AND SENSORY PERCEPTION
There are extensive views both into and within most of the
area, particularly where the M25 comes off Shenley Ridge.
The area has lost a large part of its historic character and is
now an open and disjointed area with road and rail noise
being a detracting feature. The parkland areas have a
strong sense of neglect.

Rarity and distinctiveness. The area is rather unusual by
virtue of its openness and flatness.

VISUAL IMPACT
Although there are a number of detracting features within
the landscape, bunding and roadside planting have ensured
they are at least partly concealed from many public views.
However, some of the bunds create their own impact,
especially around many of the mineral sites. Prominent
detracting features include the M25 and industrial and
commercial buildings on the perimeter of London Colney
and Colney Street, which exert a considerable visual
influence on the surrounding area. Local treasures include
All Saints Pastoral centre and Napsbury water tower.

ACCESSIBILITY
There is a moderately good network of rights of way across
much of the area. However, many of the routes are
uninviting and forbidding, directly affected by active or
recent mineral extraction, whilst others are over large open
arable areas affected by views of major roads. Noted
recreational uses include horse riding and walking. Local
centres for recreation include the De Havilland Aircraft
Museum at Salisbury Hall, Bowmans Green Open Farm and
Broad Colney restored lakes.

COMMUNITY VIEWS
There is little evidence that this area is valued for
distinctiveness (E). Some features, including the parkland,
are valued as distinctive (D).

LANDSCAPE RELATED DESIGNATIONS
Watling Chase Community Forest.
SAM: Colney Chapel moated site (London Colney).
English Heritage Register of Historic Parks and gardens:
Napsbury Hospital (Grade II).

CONDITION
Land cover change: 
Age structure of tree cover: 
Extent of semi-natural habitat survival: 
Management of semi-natural habitat: 
Survival of cultural pattern: 
Impact of built development: 
Impact of land-use change:

widespread
mature
mature or young
fragmented
variable
high
high

STRENGTH OF CHARACTER
Impact of landform: 
Impact of land cover: 
Impact of historic pattern: 
Visibility from outside:
Sense of enclosure: 
Visual unity: 
Distinctiveness/rarity:

apparent
insignificant
relic
widely visible
open
incoherent
unusual
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STRATEGY AND GUIDELINES FOR MANAGING
CHANGE: RECONSTRUCT
� support Watling Chase Community Forest in the

realisation of its objectives for the area
� promote the creation of extensive areas of new large-

scale woodlands to reflect the scale of the area,
particularly in the open arable areas and mineral sites
away from the river corridor

� woodlands should cater for public access, conservation
and economic productivity

� woodland planting should provide screening for
motorways, roads and intrusive built development at
London Colney and Colney Street

� provide ecological and visual linkage via a substantial
network of hedges between woodlands and hedgerow
trees. Include links to adjacent areas at North Mymms
Park and Redwell Woods

� encourage the development of a network of small woods,
copses and hedges on the lower slopes of the Shenley
Ridge

� ensure that all existing and future mineral and aggregate-
related operations in the Vale cause minimum visual
impact through the careful use of earthworks and
planting. Restoration proposals should look for
opportunities to maximise biodiversity potential and
enhance public access

� give priority to the continued management and
upgrading of restored mineral sites, including improved
earthworks profiles, removal of over-mature trees and the
introduction of new planting schemes

� ensure that the mature 'institutional parkland landscapes'
are retained in redevelopment proposals and that public
access is encouraged

� promote the restoration of the wooded farmland and
parkland setting of Tyttenhanger Park and the creative
incorporation of the restored wetlands for recreation and
wildlife

� promote the management of semi-natural woodlands,
e.g. Coppice Wood and Garden Wood

� maintain framed views to attractive natural and built
features, including Shenley Ridge, Napsbury water tower
and All Saints pastoral centre chapel

� develop the network of rights of way within the area and
improve accessibility from local settlements and over
major obstacles, e.g. motorways and railways

� ensure that any new built development is visually
integrated into the landscape with minimal impact

� encourage the promotion of the existing and new tourist
and recreational facilities

� encourage the creation of acidic grassland habitats along
the Colne corridor

� encourage the development of wetland habitats along
the River Colne

� encourage the retention and management of areas of
rare arable weed banks including the cornflower

� protect important wildlife habitats 
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Open arable fields towards
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