
FOI number: HBC_FOI_20190774 
Date FOI Received: 03/11/2019 
Department: Parks 
Title: Trees and TPOs in Ely Gardens, Borehamwood 
Description: Details of reports on oak trees in Ely Gardens and Tree 
Preservation Orders in place across Hertsmere. 
 
 
 
Request:  (As Redacted sent by requestor)  
 

Dear Hertsmere Borough Council Access to Information Team. 

 

I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to request the 
following information from you. 

 With respect to the ancient oak trees in Ely Gardens, Borehamwood (Council or 
residents?), I would like to see the results of any surveys or reports that have 
been conducted upon which the decision to cut them down has been taken. 

 What date has been given for the felling of these trees? 

 Have the properties in Ely Gardens ever been underpinned? If so, when? 

 How many Tree Preservation Orders HBC there are in Borehamwood and 
Hertsmere? 

 Which trees currently fall within a conservation area? 

 How many trees have been felled both with permission and in error in the last 
three years in the Borough? 

 Which trees have been shortlisted to be cut down and in what streets? 

Please provide the information in the form of an email reply to me. 
 

If it is not possible to provide the information requested due to this exceeding the 
cost of compliance limits identified in Section 12, please provide advice and 
assistance, under the Section 16 obligations of the Act, as to how I can refine my 
request. 
 

If you have any queries please don’t hesitate to contact me via email or phone and I 
will be very happy to clarify what I am asking for and discuss the request, my details 
are outlined below. 
 

Thank you for your time and I look forward to your response. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Response:  (Response as Redacted sent by service)  

1.  As the Council has redacted some of the information disclosed to you I am required to 
inform you of  the exemptions on which the Council relies:   

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 - Regulation 13  -  Some of the redacted 
information comprises  the personal information of a third party who has not  consented  to  
its disclosure. Consequently disclosure  would constitute a breach of the General Data 



Protection Regulations (GDPR)  DPR and Data Protection Act 2018)   
   

Environmental Information Regulations 2004  - Regulation 12(5)(e) -  Some of the redacted  
information  is commercially sensitive and has been redacted for this purpose. 

Please see attached files.      

2.  The date has yet to be confirmed.   

         
3.  The only information we have is in the reports provided in answer to Question 1.   

4.  For Borehamwood it is 40.  For the Borough it is 490. 

5.  The council does not plot individual trees within designated conservation areas, all trees 
within them enjoy a limited degree of protection as anyone wishing to work on such trees 
must give notification to the Local Planning Authority. 

 Maps of the Council's conservation areas can be found on the Hertsmere Borough Council 
website; https://www.hertsmere.gov.uk/Planning--Building-Control/Building--Tree-
Conservation/Conservation-areas/CAs-in-Hertsmere.aspx 

6.  574 by Hertsmere Borough Council.  By others - Not known 

7.  There is no shortlist of trees to fell.  The council holds no recorded information relevant to your 

request. 

If you have any queries about the processing of your request then please do not hesitate to 
contact me.  Further information explaining the Council's process for responding to 
information requests together with a complaints/appeals procedure is available in our 
reception or via our website at: 

 
https://www.hertsmere.gov.uk/Your-Council/Official-Publications--Guides--Policies/Access-
to-Information.aspx 
 
The Information Commissioner oversees the application of the Freedom of Information Act.  
You may contact the Information Commissioner at: 
 
Information Commissioners Office 
Wycliffe House, Water Lane 
Wilmslow  
Cheshire    SK9 5AF 
Telephone: 01625 545700 
Website:  www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk 
 
Please include the above reference number on all correspondence related to this request. 
 
Thank you for your request. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Information Services 
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